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With Peter Jackson’s Academy Award™- 

to a spectacular and triumphant close, Gary 
Russell’s detailed research takes us back into 
the world of Middle-earth, to relive all the 
visual drama and excitement of The Return 
of the King. 

The Art of The Return of the King illustrates 
the creative development of the film from 
sketch to special effect and features 600 
images, most appearing nowhere else. This 
fully authorized book includes pencil 
sketches by Alan Lee and John Howe, 
costume designs by Ngila Dickson, 
magnificent full-color paintings by Jeremy 
Bennett, and prop designs, concepts, 
sculptures and digital artwork from Weta 
Workshop and Weta Digital. From Minas 
Tirith to Mount Doom, from the Army of 
the Dead to Shelob the monstrous spider, all 


jmpany this wealth of imagery, 


Gary Russell has worked widely in 
media, as a television actor, script consul¬ 
tant, magazine editor, reviewer, novelist 
and audio producer. A relative latecomer 
to the Lord of the Rings phenomenon, 
his previous nonfiction publications 
include books on Frasier , The Simpsons 
and Doctor Who , and the acclaimed The 
Art of The Fellowship of the Ring and 
The Art of The Two Towers. 
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MINAS TIRITH 

























































































































































































































































































































DUNHARROW AND 
THE PATHS OF THE DEAD 































































































































































































































































MINAS MORGUL 
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‘ The official, fully illustrated behind-the-scenes guide to 

THE DESIGN OF PETER JACKSON'S THE RETURN OF THE KING 

From the visionary sketches of Alan Lee and John Howe to the breathtaking digital matte 
paintings, Gary Russell offers a privileged tour through the art that inspired Peter Jackson. From 
Minas Tirith to Mount Doom, from the Army of the Dead to Shelob the monstrous spider, every 
major location and creature is revealed, and every section is packed with detailed explanations 
from the artists and designers on how they brought their collective vision to the screen. 



CONTAINS 600 DESIGNS, SKETCHES, PAINTINGS 
AND DIGITAL ART AND FEATURES A SPECIAL 
AFTERWORD BY PETER ]ACKSON. 





